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Awarded on Ma rch 1, 2020, 
Plymouth State Unive rsity is 
New Hampshire 's firs t Bee 

Cn rnpus USA. Mattea Powers, a PSU 
honors student majoring in environ­
mental science and policy, got the ball 
rolling. Knowing food security for 
humans is d ependent on pollinators, 
Mattea set out to make a difference. 
First on the lis t was to spread the word 
and form a committee. As president of 
the Plymouth State Common Ground 
and Environmental Justice Organiza­
tion, she invited like-minded students 
and staff to join the newly formed Bee 
Campus Committee. Spurred to ac­
tion by their passion for sustainability, 
20 or more members got on board for 
pollinator protection. 

From the outset, Mattea worked 
with Professor Mary Ann McGarry 
to make their application a reality. 
McGarry is an Associate Professor 
of Environmental Science and Policy. 
Her work na tionally and globally for 
healthy habitats has been a lifelong 
commitment. Through course work 
and club affiliations, McGarry has en­
couraged students to complete cam­
pus tree inventories, present educa­
tional talks, and participate in campus 
events like the annual Earth Jam. 

Now that the university is a Bee 
Campus USA, McGarry predicts her 
course ass ignments and hands-on 
learning experiences will expand. Stu­
dents will design pollinator gardens, 
host campus walks to showcase PS~'s 
nati ve plan ts and trees, and build 
~ eaningful networks with other pol­
ltnator protection advocat~s- . _ 

Plymouth State University IS a 183
1 acre campus, located in nor~ ~entra 

NH where the Ba ker Ri ver JOlllS the 
Pemigewasset River. The Grounds 
Department d escribes the campus aJ 
"mixed use" with 75 acres of lawn an 
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athletic fi elds, 50 acres of woodland, 
and 27 acres of impervious ground 
co~er such as pa rking lots, walkways, 
stairs, and roadways. 
, Pollinators find forage at the Peace 

Garden and from nectar-rich blooms 
in container plantings. Campus trees 
supply essential pollen. PSU, also des­
ignated a Tree Campus USA in 2018, 
is home to many varied tree species. 

Interstate 93 parallels the campus 
along its eastern border. Just beyond 
this corridor, acres of open fields used 
for hay and pasture surround the de­
veloped town and campus center. 

A member of the Physical Plant 
Department sits on the Bee Cam­
pus Committee. Their s trategy for 
grounds maintenance is compatible 
with pollinator health, so the desig­
nation as a Bee Campus will not force 
any big changes. 

"Our goal is not to set hives and 
keep bees," Powers says. "We want 
to be ambassadors for all beneficial 
pol Lina tors." 

Last fall, Powers and McGarry 
arranged a screening of the movie 
"Queen of the Sun" to raise awareness 
of pollinator protection. This a~ard­
wiruling film showcases the perils of 
honey bee decline. The screernng was 
well attended and helped the new 
Bee Campus Committee decide on a 
future plan of action . 

For a NH viewpoint on bees, the 
committee decided their next step 
should be to tour an apiary. But 
where? 

As they cons idered ~here to go, 
Kathy Tardif, Cathoh~ Campus 
Minister and Bee Comrruttee mem­
b r had an "Ah-Ha!" moment. She 

ec~lled a feature article on a NH 
~:ekeeper and chandler in her_ most 
recent issue of Parab_le Magazme, a 
publication of the D10cese of Man-

ches ter: Her recommendation won 
the Bee Committee's unanimous ap­
prova l. Soon they were on a road trip 
to Marklin Candle Designs and Win­
dover Farm in Contoocook, NH. Both 
businesses are owned by Martin and 
Christine Marklin. 

At their candle manufacturing facil­
ity the Marklins produce and design 
thousands of liturgical candles for 
worldwide sales . This year, special 
Paschal candles from Macklin Candle 
Designs spanned the globe for Easter 
services in Guam, throughout Europe, 
the continental U.S. and Hawaii. Mar­
tin says, "I started this business 35 
year? ago in the basement of my par­
ents' St. Louis, Missouri home. I saw a 
gap in the production of these beauti­
ful candles and decided to specialize 
in this area." 

Catholic Church guidelines call for 
liturgical candles to be at least 50% 
beeswax. Annually 30,000 pounds of 
beeswax are used in the production of 
Marklin Candles. To secure tllis high 
volume of beeswax, Martin sources 
llis raw material from both domestic 
and international sources. 

Martin says, 'Tm one of seven com­
panies in the U.S. that supply liturgi­
cal candles." 

He got into beekeeping later and 
steadily increased his hive numbers. 
Currently he manages 120 hives in 
bee yards at his Windover Farm and 
throughout the surrounding area. He 
says, "Prior to keeping bees, I real­
ized I didn't have a clue how bees­
wax was made. Since my business is 
built on this ingredient, I felt com­
pelled to learn. Beekeeping is now 
my avocation, and it's changed how 
I live my life." 

When the PSU students arrived 
for their tour, they got a better pic­
ture of how bee colonies operate and 
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The ~ee Campus USA Committee toured Mark/in Candle Designs and the bee yards 
at_ Windover Farm. Martin Mark/in is shown at left leading the tour. The students were 
Joined by Kathy Tardif, PSU Catholic Campus Minister (second from the right). 
Photo credit : Mary Ann McGarry 

how there's more to a hive than just 
honey. 

Kathy Tardif reports, "The students 
and I learned so much on our tour. 
It changed us. We gained an appre­
ciation for all the ways pollinators 
take care of crea tion . As long as we 
humans don ' t get in their way and 
disrupt the process with hostile prac­
tices, then they'll keep doing what's 
in their nature to do." 

Kathy adds, "As a minister, it's my 
habit to always say grace before a 
meal. Traditionally I offer a blessing 
for the hands that have prepared it. 
Now my blessing includes the bees 
and o ther pollinators because I know 
they've made it possible." 

Kathy was instrumental in the cre­
a tion of the Peace Garden on cam­
pus. Its central feature is a labyrinth 
s urrounded by native plants. The 
sustainable design was installed by 
Jamie McMillan of McMillan EcoDe­
sign in nearby Thornton . Jamie is a 
PSU alumnus with a degree in en­
vironmental planning. Kathy says, 
"The Peace Garden's design and 
plant popu la tion is completely in 
sync wi th the goals of Bee Camp~s 
USA. We were thrilled to have Jamie 
return to campus and do such a great 
job with the installation." The Peace 
Garden's regular maintenance is done 
by Jodi Schaefer, gardener with the 
PSU Grounds Department, whose 
pes ti cide/herbicide-free _maint~nance 
strategy is 100% compatible with Bee 
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Campus USA's recommendation that 
its affiliates reduce chemical controls 
as much as possible. The national or­
ganization also requires its affiliates to 
continue to sponsor education classes 
on pollinator conservation. The goal 
is to involve both students and the 
public in these educational opportu­
nities. PSU exceeds this requirement 
through its robust academic offerings 
and club activities. Many students 
complete courses offered in perrna­
culture, which is a big-picture way 
of looking at your surroundings and 
adopting practices to conserve and 
renew resources. At the heart of best 
permaculture practices is building 
and maintaining sustainable and re­
si lient ecosystems. 

McGarry says, "Our experience 
with the application process was 
positive. We're thrilled to be a Bee 
Campus USA. We just don't know all 
the benefits yet of earning this desig­
nation but we're looking forward to 
wha t the future will bring." 

Melissa Moore has 
been a beekeeper for 
four years. She is a 
member of her local 
and state bee clubs. 
She has written for pub­
lication in the areas of 
horticulture, agriculture, 
and environmental science. Melissa has a de­
gree in library science and educational tech­
nology. She lives on her family's 210-acre farm, 
where she gains hands-on experience though 
her involvement with their diversified farm. 
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Your source for double vetted Pacific 
Northwest bred queens and nucs. \ 

Selected for vigor, disease tolerance 1 
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PURE NATUAAL 

HONEY 
R.M. FARMS 

P.O. Box 6S4 
Dearborn Heights, Ml 48127--0684 

Ph. (734) m-m7 ~ rmfarms@hotma1l.com 

"For samplu of our 
honey labels send $2.00" 

American Bee J oumal 
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